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ITP – ROUTE 19 LAUNCH
MEDIA RECAP

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Aug. 27 launch of The Rapid’s fare-free new bus service, Route 19, at Rosa Parks Circle plaza in Grand Rapids was extensively covered by multiple media outlets in West Michigan, including print, radio and all three Grand Rapids TV affiliates representing NBC, ABC and FOX. In addition, one non-media group – West Michigan Environmental Action Council (WMEAC) – provided coverage of the new service, and each news outlet’s coverage generated an overwhelmingly positive sentiment. 

WOOD Radio – 106.9 FM & 1300AM (Bulthius interview) 
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WOOD Radio – 106.9 FM & 1300AM (Feature story) 
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WOOD-TV 8 (NBC affiliate)
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WZZM-TV 13 (ABC affiliate)
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WGVU Radio (NPR affiliate)
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West Michigan Environmental Action Council (WMEAC) 
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Partnership funds free Rapid rides to
Medical Mile
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Grand Rapids, The Rapid kickoff fare-
free bus route

An agreement between city leaders, The Rapid and Spectrum Health
improves bus service for the community and offers fare-free rides to
help reduce traffic and ease parking congestion along one of the city's
busiest routes.
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GRAND RAPIDS NEWS

Rapid bus service launches free rides
on Michigan Street corridor

Updated Aug 27, 2:44 PM;Posted Aug 2,123 PM
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A Rapid bus drives along Monroe Ave. NW, near Louis St., in
Grand Rapids Tuesday, May 24, 2016. (Cory Morse |

MLive.com)
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The Rapid and partners providing free-fares to
downtown bus riders

By PATRICK CENTER + 21 HOURS AGO
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It’s being dubbed as a first-of-its-kind,
public-private partnership providing
downtown Grand Rapids bus users with
afreeride. The fare-freeridesarea
product of three partners with a vision
for improving bus service and access.

The Rapid DASH The Rapid, the City of Grand Rapids and
CRETETEECE GRaD RAPDs Spectrum Health are partnering in an
effort to increase The Rapids Route 19
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